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To begin this essay, I'd be very grateful to
have this chance to be at Daejeon University
and I have to extend my warmest thanks to not
only Daejeon University and the international
office, but also to both the English and Japanese
departments at Daejeon. I’ m embarrassed that I
knew so little about Korea before I came, and I
feel that I’ ve only scratched the surface. But in
this essay, I' d like to talk about my experience
with MT (Member Training) . I'm not positive
if MT is unique to Daejeon University but I
enjoyed meeting the students.

Daejeon English Department’s MT (Member
Training) is similar to the KGU English
department’s freshman camp, but there are
several interesting differences. The first is that
MT is organized for every department at the
university, with university support. The English
department’s MT was held in Boryeong, on the
west coast of Korea, about a 3-hour drive. The
event was organized by the English Department’ s
student council, a group of students that are
chosen each year. They receive financial support
from the university and I was impressed not only

at how smoothly everything was organized, but
also by the participation of other upperclass
students. Of course, one big difference between
the English department at Daejeon and KGU’s
English department is numbers: Daejeon has less
than 40 students a year while Gakuen has over
100 students.

This is just one of the events that are held at
Daejeon university for students, by students. I
can’ t help but think that events like this are one
of the reasons that the Korean students often are
more engaged in classes.

Finally, I'd like to finish this essay off with
a thank you to everyone at Gakuen, not only
the Office of International Education, but the
Department of English and the Faculty of Foreign
Studies, for allowing me this opportunity.
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My Time in Kumamoto
~ v o2 - x = 7
Matthew Aubut
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Travelling to Japan was something I had
wanted to do since I was very young. When I
found out my school was partnered with host
institutions in Japan, I was very excited at the
chance to finally go. I had travelled outside of
Canada before this but only to other English
speaking countries such as the United States
and England, this was going to be my first time
in a country where English was not the first
language. I was very nervous and knew little
Japanese when I arrived. In the beginning I was
very afraid that I would have a hard time being
accepted in this city being a foreigner without a
lot of Japanese but this all changed as soon as
I got to the KGU residence. The KGU staff and
the residents at the dormitory were some of the
nicest people I have ever met. From International
Office staff to my teachers everybody I met was
fantastic and patient with my limited Japanese,
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which began to improve the longer I stayed in
Kumamoto. I will never forget the friends I made
in Kumamoto. I got to know some Japanese
friends but also people from the dormitory
who came from all over the world. I had lots
of fun participating in classes and hanging out
with everybody and I made memories that I
will treasure for the rest of my life. Some of
my fondest memories include learning how to
cook Okonomiyaki, travelling to local spots like
Daikanbo lookout or Suizenji park, and taking a
class trip to Minamata where we learned more
about the horrible disease that the city suffered
even getting to meet g
survivors. Overall, |
I'm really happy
that I decided to
come to Kumamoto.
Despite only being
in Kumamoto, it
feels like a second =
home to me. I hope
to return and visit all £

my friends again in W y
the future!

!','ﬂ- g _.. e, o
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